Lots of children have pen
pals but one little girl has
a real-life dragon—a
Komodo dragon—for a
pen pal! Leslie plans to
be a dragon hunter when
she grows up. When she
and Komodo become
pen pals, the wisecracking dragon adds
a generous helping
of humor to letters
that are chock full
of accurate, interesting
facts. Leslie learns not only about the world’s
largest lizard, but also about the dangers they face. As their
friendship builds, will Leslie change the way she thinks about dragons?
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Meet Author Nancy Kelly Allen
Award-winning author Nancy Kelly Allen is a retired school
librarian who spent her days reading to children and her nights
writing for them. Eventually, writing led her down the trail to
publication. She has written over forty children’s books, including
The First Fire: A Cherokee Folktale for Arbordale. Nancy has a
master’s degree in Education from Morehead State University
and a master’s in Library and Information Science from the
University of Kentucky. Nancy lives with her husband and two
dogs in a log cabin in Kentucky. Visit her website at www.nancykellyallen.com.

Meet Illustrator Laurie Allen Klein
Award-winning illustrator Laurie Allen Klein has been a
freelance artist for nearly 25 years. Over the last several
years, she has worked as the on-staff artist for a marine
park, where she does everything from painting life-size
sea animal murals, to illustrating children’s activity books.
In addition to Dear Komodo Dragon Laurie has illustrated
Saving Kate’s Flowers, Balloon Trees, Fur and Feathers,
The Ghost of Donley Farm, If a Dolphin Were a Fish, Little
Skink’s Tail, Meet the Planets, Solar System Forecast, They
Just Know and Where Should Turtle Be? for Arbordale. Laurie lives in Florida. See
more of her artwork at www.lauriekleinarts.com.
Meet the real dragons in the “For Creative Minds” Section.
Topics include:
Dragons by the Numbers
Conservation
Physical and Behavioral Adaptations
Start your own pen pal campaign!
This spring, download our
teaching activities with oodles of
fun for the classroom!
Follow @ArbordaleKids for crafts, reviews
and news about Dear Komodo Dragon

